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May Day 2016 

May Day.  We met at 5.30am as usual and danced on the Market Place along with our 
friends the Northampton Morris Men and Royal Oak Morris.  After an hour’s dancing on a 
cold but beautiful morning, we adjourned to the Red Lion for beer, breakfast and music. 
 

Then at 10am we joined the service in St Peter’s Church to re-present the ancient silver 
communion plate of 1623, thought to have been originally presented at that time by the 
Morris Men or by the Lords of the Whitsun Ale.  Photos on page 3. 
 

With 16 performers out this year, it was a good chance to get this group shot.   
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And then into the Red Lion for 
beer, breakfast and music 



 

The silver paten of 1623.  According to George Baker’s 1820 publication ‘The History and Antiquities of the 
County of Northampton’     ‘…belonging to St Jame’s is an old paten, on which is rudely engraved  “Given to the 
parish of St James in Brackley by Matthew Cadle, William Maiior, Bartholomew Cadle, John Stokes, Richard 
White, William Bartolomew, and Martin Barfooote”.  The above seven persons are said to have been the Lords 
and servants of the Whitsun Ale, or the morris dancers’ .  St James was demolished in the 1930s and the plate 
was transferred to St Peters.  So nowadays, to keep the tradition alive, whenever May Day falls on a Sunday, 
the Brackley Morris Men process in the church to re-present it as part of the service.  Here is the BMM Squire 
Ian Phillips, presenting it to the Rev’d Nicholas Gandy. 

The man shown above right with Nicholas 
Gandy is John Cadle, a direct descendant by 
10 generations of Matthew Cadle whose name 
appears on the plate. 
 

We finished our time at St Peters with some 
more dancing outside the church. 



After the service in St Peters, we 
walked back down to the Market Place 
and danced for the Artisan Market.   
 

By now it was midday.  The sun was 
high, the temperature was rising and a 
good crowd had gathered. 
 

Roll in next year when May Day falls on 
the Bank holiday Monday! 


