
         The Story of the Brackley Morris Men 
A Traditional Northamptonshire Morris Side 

 

Notes and sources relating to chapters 1-13 of our history 
 

1. This section has been transcribed from the Morris ring website, February 2012: 
2. From Keith Chandler’s ‘Morris Dancing in the English South Midlands, 1660-1900 – a Chronological 

Gazetteer’ published in 1993.  This book has sections specific to each side, including Brackley.  The 
introduction to Part 1 also includes an interesting section headed: ‘A case study:  Brackley’. 

3. Examples of early parish records can be found in a variety of sources. The examples here were taken from 
the web site:  http://www.sarummorris.co.uk/ 

4. From Keith Chandler’s book ‘Ribbons, Bells and Sqeaky Fiddles, a Social History of Morris Dancing in the 
English South Midlands 1660-1900’.  This is the companion book to the gazetteer mentioned in note 2 above 
and is an excellent read for anyone wanting to understand the social context in which morris dancing evolved. 

5. Keith Chandler has done much to analyse Brackley’s evolution.  In 1981 he published an article in E,D &S 
entitled ‘Morris Dancing at Brackley - A Study in Longevity’.  He expanded on this with further details in a 
lecture to the Brackley and District History Society on 3

rd
 July 1985.  A transcript of this lecture was printed 

under the title of ‘Brackley Observed’ in the Journal of the Brackley & District History Society 1985, Vol 1. 
6. There is much information to be found on the web about Church Ales, Parish Ales and Whitsun Ales.  The 

information in this section was compiled from a variety of such sources. 
7. George Baker (1781-1851), topographer and historian, was a native of Northampton.  His ‘History and 

Antiquities of the County of Northampton’ was published in three parts in the 1820s and is regarded as one of 
the most complete and systematic of all our county histories.  

8. The Rev Hilderic Friend (1852-1940) was a member of the Folk Lore Society, formed in 1878 to study 
traditional vernacular culture, including music, song, dance and drama, narrative, arts and crafts, customs and 
belief.  He saw the Brackley Men perform on Whit Tuesday in 1884, and subsequently wrote a series of 
articles published in the Banbury Guardian.  The most colourful and informative of these articles was the one 
published on 3

rd
 July 1884. 

9. ‘Folk Lore’, Vol 14, pages 171-175, dated 1903, published by David Nutt, for The Folk-Lore Society.   
10. Anne Elizabeth Baker (1786-1861) was a philologist, historian and illustrator.  She was the sister of George 

Baker, the historian of Northamptonshire (see note 7 above).   She accompanied her brother on his journeys 
as his literary and artistic assistant.  As a result of these journeys she was able to publish her own ‘Glossary 
of Northamptonshire Words and Phrases’, which included the customs of the county. It was published in two 
volumes in 1854. 

11. The Knight of the burning Pestle is a play by Francis Beaumont, first performed in 1607 and published in 
1613. 

12. Charlotte Burne (1850-1923) was an author and editor and the first woman to become president of the Folk 
Lore Society.  Her Shropshire Folklore was published in 1883.  The Brackley reference is on page 479 of 
volume 3 which may have been published in 1886, since references on the same page refer to an appearance 
by another morris team during 1885. Hence the Brackley dancing may also have been at this later date. 

13. D’Arcy Ferris was a professional musician and organiser of pageants.  He set about organising a revival 
morris dance set at Bidford as a commercial venture, touring extensively and combining a lecture on the 
history of the morris with displays of dancing. He contacted Timothy Howard and Thomas Curtis  of Brackley 
for advice on dancing styles.   There followed an exchange of letters between D’Arcy Ferris and Thomas 
Curtis in 1885 and this correspondence has survived as Ferris manuscripts deposited in Vaughan Williams 
library GRQ/35.   

14. From:   http://www.answers.com/topic/whitsun-ales 
15. Fred Hamer collected Brackley dances in the 1950s.  His chief informants were Archie Kendall and Harold 

Rawlins.  He published several articles in ‘English Dance and Song’, two in 1950 and one in 1955.  The article 
quoted here is from 1955,  ‘The Hinton and Brackley Morris’, JEFDSS 7:4 (1955), 205-17 

16. Cecil Sharp, The Morris Book, part lll, 1924, page 88 
17. ‘The Morris Traditions of Brackley and Hinton’ compiled in 1993 by Gordon Reid is a 91-page document.  

Though it contains no original research, its strength is that it is a fully comprehensive and detailed compilation 
of the costume, the dances, the stepping, the figures, and the tunes of the traditions of Brackley and Hinton.   
It is held in draft version and is in the possession of Gordon’s brother Colin, current Squire of Brackley Morris 
in 2011/2012. 

18. Taken from correspondence between Stephen Ferneyhough and Roger Nicholls in December 2012, copies of 
which are included in the log currently in the possession of John Weaver (December 2012) 

19. The BMM log covering the period 1959 to 1974 consists of notes in the handwriting of Roger Nicholls, and 
cuttings from the Magdalen College School newsletter, ‘The Brackleian’.  From 1974 onwards the logs have 
been maintained by John Weaver and others either as handwritten or typed accounts of the details of outings 
and meetings.  These logs are, at the time of writing in December 2014, in the possession of John Weaver, 
Brackley Morris Man since 1962. 
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